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It offers a tax deduction for all education
after high school. It offers lower taxes for
families with young children. It offers an in-
dividual retirement account with tax-free
withdrawals for costs other than retirement
that are devoted to the future, costs for edu-
cation, for health care, for care of an elderly
parent, for buying a first home. And it offers
a training account of over $2,600 for those
who are unemployed or who are lower wage
workers who want to get more skills to im-
prove their own futures.

This program furthers all three of my ob-
jectives. It helps all of us to meet the chal-
lenges of the new economy. It helps us to
build that new covenant of opportunity in re-
turn for responsibility. And it cuts Govern-
ment and changes the way it works to make
it more modern, less bureaucratic, more
flexible, more focused on personal
empowerment. | hope the new Congress will
pass the middle class bill of rights, and | wel-
come anyone else’s ideas that advance these
same goals.

In the new Congress, my test will be: Does
an idea expand middle class incomes and op-
portunities? Does it promote values like fam-
ily and work, responsibility and community?
Does it contribute to strengthening the new
economy and to building a better future for
all of us? If it does, I'll be for it, no matter
who proposes it. And if it doesn’t, I'll oppose
it.

One of the best examples of what we're
trying to do is something we’ve already begun
to do, our national service program,
AmeriCorps. It helps those who help them-
selves in America. It says, take responsibility
to serve your country at the grassroots level,
and we'll give you the opportunity to get the
education you need to build a better future
for yourself. Already there are 20,000
AmeriCorps volunteers serving their commu-
nities while earning money for college. There
are more people now in AmeriCorps in this
year than ever served in the Peace Corps in
asingle year.

On Monday, Martin Luther King Day, I've
called for a national day of service. And
AmeriCorps volunteers will be hard at work
all cross our country rebuilding a school in
Atlanta, rebuilding housing in Memphis,
helping the flood victims in Los Angeles. |

hope you will join them because the idea and
the ideal of service, service to country, serv-
ice to community, service to our fellow citi-
zens, is central to our Nation’s future.

Dr. King’s most profound lesson was that
in America, “me” depends on “we.” As he
said, “We are all caught in an inescapable
network of mutuality tied into a single gar-
ment of destiny.” In the end, we will rise
or fall together. Martin Luther King knew
that we all have to do our part. What he want-
ed was for all Americans to have not a hand-
out but a hand up. That's what the national
day of service is all about.

Of course, there are no guarantees that the
future will be easy for all of us. We will face
great challenges. But if we’'ll all join together
and do our part as citizens, we can—we can
receive the American dream that Martin Lu-
ther King envisioned.

Thanks for listening.

NoTE: The address was recorded at 5:43 p.m. on
January 13 in the Oval Office for broadcast at
10:06 a.m. on January 14.

Remarks Honoring Martin Luther
King, Jr., in Denver, Colorado
January 16, 1995

The President. Thank you. It is wonderful
to be back in Colorado, to be back in Denver,
and to be in this great spot, which holds such
a warm memory for me. The last time | came
here we had a vast crowd. |1 was asking for
the opportunity to serve as your President,
and | must say, when | came before | had
Sinbad with me as the warmup act. And |
thought that was responsible for the crowd.
Today I am honored to be here with all these
fine people on the platform and with all of
you.

I thank my friend, Governor Romer, for
what he said and for his leadership and for
his long friendship. | thank Senator Camp-
bell and Congresswoman Schroeder for com-
ing all the way back from Washington to be
here with me and, most important, to be here
with you today. I thank Secretary Pefia for
his outstanding service as our Transportation
Secretary, working to make this country a
safer place. And of course, | am grateful to
the Mayor and to Mrs. Webb for their leader-
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ship in this stunning event and for allowing
me to be a small part of this.

We come here today to celebrate the life
of Martin Luther King. We know that he
would have been 66 years old today. To me,
it seems only yesterday when he was 39 and
laying down his life for what he believed.
Mayor Webb said that the life of Martin Lu-
ther King had special relevance for African-
Americans because of what he meant. Let
me tell you that his life should have special
impact for every American, for he freed the
rest of us, too, of our hatred, our bigotry,
of the illusion—[applause]—of the illusion
which still crops up from time to time that
we can somehow lift ourselves up by putting
others down, that somehow, if we can just
find someone to look down on, we can feel
like we're being looked up to.

Martin Luther King knew better than that.
I ask you today, my fellow Americans, to
think about why he lived and what he laid
his life down for, to think about what ought
to be driving our lives, our individual lives
and our lives as citizens.

You heard earlier Dr. King's famous “I
Have A Dream” speech. | saw a sign held
up earlier when | came in saying that they
had a dream for America; did | have a dream
for America—the people holding the sign up
there. Remember what Martin Luther King
said? He said, “My dream is deeply rooted
in the American dream.” What did he mean
by that? The Founders said, “We hold these
truths to be self-evident, that all are created
equal and endowed by their Creator with
certain inalienable rights, and among these
are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happi-
ness.”

Today, my fellow Americans, | want to talk
to you about our common right to life, lib-
erty, and the pursuit of happiness. | ask you
to think today of Government but to think
beyond Government to people. | ask you to
think today of the programs and the work
of Government but to think beyond that to
the lives of people. I ask you to remember
today that, more than anything else, Martin
Luther King’s life was a life of service. Even
as he marched all across this land and took
that vast throng to Washington, DC, and
asked the Government to act, he knew that
in the end, what was in the heart and the

spirit and the mind of the average American
citizen was even more important.

And that is why he always said that all of
us had a responsibility to do our part and
to serve. Martin Luther King said, “Every-
body can be great because everybody can
serve.” He said, “If all you do is sweep the
streets, then sweep them just as well as Mi-
chelangelo painted the Sistine Chapel.” Be
the best streetsweeper that ever lived; serve
and serve.

I was asked the other day, of all the things
that had happened in the last 2 years, was
there one achievement | could say | was most
proud of? And | said, “I think it was the cre-
ation of the national service program.” And
some of them are here today. Why? Because
these young people are committed to service.
And if we all are committed to the idea that
we are bound up with one another, then we
can all be great and our country will be great.

When | came here in 1992, 1 was worried
about the direction of this country. | was con-
cerned about the economic problems of
America. More importantly, I was concerned
that we seemed to be drifting and divided
and that we had no clear role for how we
might work together to build a better future,
to reclaim that dream for which Martin Lu-
ther King gave his life. And I told you that
I would seek, for my part, to do three things:
one, to give this country a new economic pol-
icy that would bring down the deficit and
bring up employment and bring us forward
toward the next century; two, a different way
of governing, that 1 would reduce the size
of the Federal Government and increase its
creativity, its effectiveness, its relevance to
your life. And we have done both those
things. We have restored a sense of economic
direction and opportunity to this country, and
the Government is smaller and yet still more
effective. No one exemplifies that any better
than Denver's Transportation Secretary,
Federico Pefa.

But | knew then and | say again now that
that would be fine but not enough, that we
literally had to change our relationship in
America as citizens to our Government and,
most importantly, to each other. It was what
| called then and what | say now is a new
covenant, the idea that you have a right to
certain opportunities, but in return you must
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exercise personal responsibility in return for
those opportunities to make the most of your
own life, the life of your family, the life of
your community, and the life of your country.
That is what this is all about.

That's why when people talk about some-
thing like welfare reform, | don’t think about
punishing poor people, | think about ending
welfare so poor people can work and be good
parents and have a better life and look to
a better future. That’s why, when we passed
the crime bill, I thought it was a good thing
just to give money to local communities to
hire more police officers and also to have
opportunities to give our children something
to say yes to as well as something to say no
to, so that we could show responsibility even
as we seized opportunities.

If you think about it, that is the great de-
bate we should be having today: What is our
responsibility to ourselves, and what is our
responsibility to each other? If you have
rights without responsibility, pretty soon peo-
ple lose their rights because they don’t be-
have responsibly. If you go around telling
people to be responsible all the time and
there never is an opportunity coming for-
ward, pretty soon they get tired of being re-
sponsible.

What we have to do today, if we want
hope, if we want the dream to live again,
is to say to each other: We will have a new
commitment to creating opportunity and to
being responsible. We will say no to violence,
and yes to hope. We will say no, no to the
idea that we can get anywhere by being di-
vided against one another, and yes to the idea
that our diversity is a strength.

I am telling you, we can have all the eco-
nomic growth in the world, but until we face
the fact that we are going up or down to-
gether and we’d better get after the business
of working together to make the most of all
our potential, we will never be what we ought
to be as a country.

Now, | know we have more to do in Wash-
ington. I know that a lot of people are work-
ing harder and still not having a raise. 1 know,
as the pastor prayed, that another million
Americans in working families lost their
health insurance last year. | know there are
problems there. That's why | have said that
in this coming session of Congress, | will de-

vote myself to what | call the middle class
bill of rights, which could be called the bill
of rights and responsibilities, because it of-
fers you the right to pursue happiness, not
the guarantee of happiness. | believe with
all my heart that if we’re going to worry about
lowering taxes, we ought to lower taxes to
help people educate themselves and their
children and strengthen their families, so we
can move forward together and grow to-
gether.

And so | have said let’s do four things that
the Government can do to help people exer-
cise more responsibility and take control of
their own lives: tax deductions for all the cost
of education after high school, lower the tax
burden for parents with young children so
they have more money to spend on raising
the kids, let people save money in an Individ-
ual Retirement Account, but let them with-
draw it without a penalty, for education or
health care or taking care of their parents
when they're sick.

When people are unemployed or working
hard for low wages and they’re willing to get
new skills, give them the funds they need
to get education and training so they can
grow into what God meant them to be. But
| say to you again: We can pass that program.
We can have the crime bill work perfectly.
But unless in Denver, Colorado, you do what
the Governor challenged you to do, we will
not be what we ought to be.

This country cannot go on with children
shooting children. This country cannot go on
with so many kids just giving up on their
lives. This country cannot go on with more
and more little babies being born into unsta-
ble situations where the mothers are chil-
dren, too, and the future looks bleak. We can
turn this around. But we have got to turn
it around, and we have got to do it together
by lifting each other up.

You know, the reason | said what | did
about the service corps—and all the young
people in the Denver national service corps
raise their hands—I want to tell you why I
did that. I did that because, to me, that rep-
resents everything | wanted to do. These
young people are building the new economy
because when they work on solving problems
in Denver, they earn some money to go to
college. And they’re changing the way the
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Government works because there is no bu-
reaucracy at all; they just have a project here
and apply for the opportunity for young peo-
ple to work in it. This is not a Government
bureaucracy, but most important of all, most
important of all, this is creating that new rela-
tionship of opportunity and responsibility,
building up a community by people giving
and getting and giving and getting and giving
and getting, until pretty soon, lives are
changed and futures are changed.

Today, to celebrate Martin Luther King’s
birthday, there are young people like this all
over America. They're rebuilding schools in
Atlanta as we talk today. They're rebuilding
homes in Memphis. They're helping people
work their way out of the flood in California.
And they’re here today in Denver, building
this country, doing what we ought to do.

I was told a day or so ago that in this new
Congress there may be a move to abolish the
national service corps to save money to pay
for tax cuts.

Audience members. No-0-0!

The President. Well, let me say, | know
about cutting Government spending. We've
taken $11,000 in debt off of every family in
America by reducing the deficit. We have re-
duced the size of the Federal Government
to its smallest size since Martin Luther King
visited John Kennedy in the White House.
I know about that. But the purpose of all
this is not to wreck the Government, not to
give us a mean-spirited Government. It is to
give us a lean Government that will help us
to work together to solve our own problems.
That's what we should be committed to do
in Washington and in Denver and in every
community throughout this great land.

So let me ask you to think about this. Look
at all the young people in this audience. Look
at the fine young people in their band uni-
forms. Look at the young people around the
choir and the young kids here. Look at all
the children here, all different colors and
backgrounds. What is the American dream?
It is the right to pursue happiness. It requires
a certain equality and a certain respect. It
requires us to listen as well as to talk.

I know the American people are often
angry and frustrated today. But let me tell
you something, folks, this is a very great
country and there is nothing that cannot be

fixed if we will rely on our hearts and our
spirits and what we know to be true. | have
traveled this whole world on your behalf. |
have seen many different places. | have dealt
with many different opportunities and prob-
lems. | am more convinced today than | was
on the day | took the oath of office that the
greatest days of America lie in front of us
if we have the courage to live the dream of
Martin Luther King.

But remember, what he lived and died for
was for every one of you to have the right
to do good and to be good and to make the
most of your own life. It was no living and
dying for the freedom to shoot people, no
living and dying for the freedom to shoot up,
no living and dying for the freedom to hate
people, no living and dying for the freedom
to ignore the responsibilities of parenthood
and the obligations of our children. That is
not what this was about. And there was no
living and dying to advance the proposition
that we are all just isolated individuals out
here, we don’t need anybody helping any-
body else, and everything we do as a Govern-
ment is intrinsically bad. That idea is wrong,
too.

So | say to you, as you look to the next
century, let’'s make Denver and the West the
frontier of the next century by proving that
you can be a rugged individual, you can do
everything you want in your individual aspi-
rations, but only if you build a new commu-
nity, where everybody has a chance to rise
up and everybody has a chance to be re-
spected and every child has a chance to be
loved and to be important. That is what this
is all about.

And let us look for ways—[applause]—Iet
us look for ways every day, every day, to say
the dream of Martin Luther King depends
upon what | do inside and how | relate to
my fellow men and women and to all the
little boys and girls.

Twenty-seven years ago, April 4th, Martin
Luther King was killed. Only such a young
man, but he gave his life willingly so that
we might become all God meant for us to
be. We can still do it. We will have more
opportunities than ever before. But you look
at this sea of people, and you think about
what the Founding Fathers said over 200
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years ago: life, liberty, the pursuit of happi-
ness, together.
Thank you, and God bless you all.

NoTe: The President spoke at 12:34 p.m. in the
Amphitheater. In his remarks, he referred to Gov.
Roy Romer of Colorado and Mayor Wellington
Webb of Denver and his wife, Wilma.

Remarks Honoring Martin Luther
King, Jr., in Los Angeles, California
January 16, 1995

The President. Thank you. Are you having
agood time?

Audience members. Yes!

The President. Well, so am I. And I'm
glad to be here again. | want to thank all
the people who are here, all the elected offi-
cials and the clergy and the people on the
board of Community Build. I thank Brenda
Shockley for her fine work. Yes, give her a
hand. She’s great. [Applause] I thank Marla
Gibbs and Robert Hooks for their work to-
night. And | thought Linda Hopkins was
great. | was back there listening to her sing
behind the curtain. And it's wonderful to see
Rosa Parks and Cicely Tyson here. I'm hon-
ored to be in their presence, as always. | want
to thank the young people behind me who
met with me for a few moments before |
came out here: Charles Rousseau, who is one
of our Faces of Hope; my friends from the
playground; and all the others who are back
there who told me about what this effort is
all about, who talked to me about Commu-
nity Build in terms that anybody could un-
derstand.

Ladies and gentlemen, when | ran for
President and | came here to south central
L.A., |, first of all, knew my way around a
little bit because | had actually come here
before I ever dreamed of running for Presi-
dent, just because | was interested in what
was happening to you and how we were going
to build with the challenges we face.

And | said that I thought my job, if you
would let me be President, was to do three
things: first, to try to get the economy going
again; second, to try to have a Government
that worked in a way that made sense for
people at the grassroots level and would take
us into the 21st century. It would be less bu-

reaucratic. It could even be smaller, but it
would be able to do more in partnership with
people where they live, so that when you pay
your taxes you would think you were getting
your money’s worth for a change. But the
third and most important thing that | thought
we had to do as a people that the President
had to be a part of was to create a new agree-
ment between the people and their Govern-
ment and between the people, themselves,
what I called a new covenant, a commitment
to extend more opportunity in return for peo-
ple assuming responsibility for their own
lives, their own families, their own commu-
nities, for changing the things that have to
be changed. That’s the only way we're ever
going to straighten this country out is if we
have more opportunity and more responsibil-
ity, if people really believe that we can make
a difference.

You know why I like being here? Because
these people have proved that they can
change their lives. And if they can do it, we
can change America.

I work with Maxine Waters and with
Mayor Riordan on a lot of things, and you
are fortunate to be represented as you are.
| tell you, the mayor just showed up and he’s
had an earthquake, a fire, and a flood.
[Laughter] I asked him if he thought God
had hidden a volcano somewhere in Los An-
geles County, and then you could become
a new tourist mecca as a full-service disaster
area. [Laughter] You know why we can laugh
about that? Because you keep coming back.
You've got good leadership and good grass-
roots folks and a spirit that won't quit.

And | was looking at Congresswoman Wa-
ters up here giving her talk tonight. And |
was thinking, 1 wonder if those people have
any idea how she worries the President to
death in Washington until he does what she
wants him to do. [Laughter] The first time
she looked at me like that—the way she can
look at you if she thinks you're not going to
do the right thing—after | became President,
| said, “Maxine, I'm the President; you don’t
have to look at me like that anymore.” She
said, “Oh no, | have to look at you more like
that now.” [Laughter]

I'm proud of the fact that the Labor De-
partment put $7 million in this project, be-
cause | think that Community Build and the



